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Study Shows Student 
Success Achievements

Luzerne County Community College recently 
completed a self-study, conducted by 130 faculty, staff, 
students, Trustees, alumni and Foundation board members 
over a two-year period.  The purpose of the study was 
to analyze the College’s performance in meeting the 
characteristics of excellence prescribed by its accrediting 
body, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, as 
we pursue our periodic reaccreditation.  

The self-study revealed that LCCC continues to 
successfully fulfill its mission of making education and 
training available and accessible to all in our community.  
Evidence in various forms supported this finding.

For example, in a recent survey on student satisfaction, 
LCCC scored above the norm for two-year colleges 
across the state in almost half the categories, including 
the College’s commitment to part-time, evening and 
adult/returning students as well as under-represented 
populations.  Students responded favorably when asked if 
classes deal with practical experiences and applications, if 
adequate services were available to help them decide on 
a career, and if the College does whatever it can to help 
them reach their educational goals.  College staff were 
also rated highly, with the College exceeding the average 
on such issues as “faculty are interested in my academic 
problems,” “faculty are knowledgeable in their fields,” and 
“administrators are approachable to students.”

In addition, LCCC’s retention rate exceeded the 
national median for community colleges by almost five 
percentage points, based on a national survey.  Retention 
is a key statewide and national issue.  President Obama’s 
American Graduation Initiative is just one current project 
aimed at increasing retention rates among higher 
education institutions.  The push is to ensure that students 
not only enroll in college but that they complete their 
program and receive their degree as well.

Students like Dave Campbell and Jason Gogola 
provide evidence that LCCC is achieving this objective.  
Dave received an A.S. in Social Science from LCCC in 
2009, graduating with a 3.85 GPA and with the distinction 
of being selected for the Outstanding Graduate Award.   
Dave was an active student leader, serving as first vice 
president and then president of the Student Government 
Association, through which he frequently worked with the 
administration to advocate for his fellow students.  He was 
president of the History Club, a graduate of Intercollegiate 
Leadership Wilkes Barre, and recipient of the Student 
Development Award.  Dave represented students on 
many committees and at many events, including the 
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LCCC Master Planning 
Committee, the College’s 
Presidential Inauguration 
Celebration and a NEPA 
Young Entrepreneurs 
meeting with U.S. Senator Arlen Specter.  Dave 
now attends the University of Scranton majoring 
in Economics. His career goal is to earn a master’s 
degree in urban and regional planning. 

Jason Gogola is another example. Jason, a 
former computer application developer, returned 
to college enrolling in the Web Development 
Technology program at LCCC. He wanted to expand 
his programming skills and talents to the world of the 
Web. While at LCCC, he helped design and develop 
the College’s new Web site and the Web site for West 
Side Career and Technology as part of his curriculum. 
He has since started his own design business with 
anther LCCC graduate, Tim Martarano.

Students like Dave Campbell and Jason Gogola 
represent the successful outcomes of LCCC’s 
academic program and give proof that the College 
provides students with the educational foundation, 
latest technology and career-specific training 
necessary to achieve their academic and career 
goals.  They also demonstrate LCCC’s continued 
success in preparing the workforce of tomorrow.  

As technology continues to advance and the 
skills necessary to be competitive in the workforce 
continue to change, LCCC will likewise continue 
to grow and evolve to ensure that our students are 
well-prepared to assume their role as the leaders of 
tomorrow.  One thing that will not change, however, 
is LCCC faculty and staff’s commitment and 
dedication to its students.

Thomas P. Leary
President
Luzerne County Community College
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Jared Floryshak, age 10,  looks 

down on a dedicated brick at the 
Public Safety Training Institute’s 
newly opened Walk of Honor. 

Jared’s father, Jim, is an instructor 
at the PSTI and assistant chief of 

the Scranton Fire Department

 Major Gift Donation at 
          Northumberland Regional Center 

The LCCC Northumberland Regional Center has received major donations 
from private donors and the donor-advised fund of a worldwide investment 
bank. The gifts will assist students in the Shamokin area by providing tuition 

assistance and creating a regional learning assistance center.
The Jack and Constance Wheary Scholarship Endowment Fund was established 

through a major gift from Jennifer Wheary and her husband, Paul Walker, residents of 
Brooklyn, New York.  Jennifer is a native of Shamokin, and the scholarship is targeted at 
students of that area. 

Jennifer, like her two older siblings, is a first-generation college graduate.  She and 
Paul established the scholarship to honor her parents, Jack and Constance, for their 
success in helping their three children attain college degrees. Jennifer and Paul’s 
hope for the scholarship is that it will give hard working residents of Shamokin and 
surrounding communities an opportunity to improve their economic futures.

The Jack and Constance Wheary Scholarship Endowment Fund will provide 
assistance to students interested in health career training programs.  The scholarship 
will assist residents in the Shamokin area who are looking for short-term training which 
will lead directly to full-time employment.  Traditional financial aid does not include 
support for these programs nor tuition assistance. Even though LCCC’s tuition is low, it 
is often beyond the means of many who have lost their jobs.  The Wheary Scholarship 
will help defray the cost of this tuition for several students each semester.  Candidates 
must be enrolled in a health care related career program or nursing curriculum 
and demonstrate financial need and motivation.  This is a partial scholarship unless 
recommended by the scholarship selection committee based upon individual 
circumstances. The first Jack and Constance Wheary scholarships will be awarded for 
this spring. 

In addition to establishing the scholarship, Paul, a managing director at Goldman 
Sachs, recommended a donation to the Northumberland Regional Center to 
Goldman Sachs Gives, a donor-advised fund. 

The Goldman Sachs Gives donation will fund a new Learning Resource Center 
which will offer students individual tutoring and classes in reading, English, science 
and math as well as provide bridge programs for those students with special needs.  
Approximately 70% of freshmen enrolled at the LCCC Northumberland Regional 
Center are first generation college students who scored below proficiency in 
placement tests in reading, English or math or all three.  The Learning Resource Center 
will help students transition from high school to college level work, perform better, 
increase their confidence, and help them continue through graduation.

The LCCC Northumberland Regional Center will be offering a new Pharmacy 
Technician program from March 7 through April 27.  Pharmacy technicians work 
in pharmacies under the direction of a pharmacist. Their main responsibility is filling 
prescriptions according to doctors’ orders. Most employers who hire pharmacy 
technicians prefer candidates who have had training in the field. Job opportunities 
for pharmacy technicians are expected to be good, especially for those with formal 
training or certification.  The scholarship will help qualified students meet their tuition 
costs for this and other programs. 

Goldman Sachs Gives is a donor-advised fund — a public charity that maintains 
individual accounts for donors who recommend grants to qualified non-profit 
organizations from their accounts. Established in 2007, Goldman Sachs Gives enables 
Goldman Sachs and its people to leverage their donations to charities in the 
communities where they live and work or elsewhere around the globe. The current 
focus of this organization is on those areas that have been proven to be fundamental 
to creating jobs and economic growth, building and stabilizing communities, honoring 
service and veterans, and increasing educational opportunities. 3
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To the delight of culinary aficionados, aspiring 
chefs and hospitality entrepreneurs, Luzerne 
County Community College officially opened 

the Joseph A. Paglianite Culinary Institute for the fall 
semester. The new facility, located at the corner of 
Market and Main streets in downtown Nanticoke, 
welcomed more than 160 students into its modern 
kitchens and classrooms.
 Sal Shandra, chairman of the Hotel and 
Restaurant Management department at LCCC, 
along with several of his faculty, developed the 
layout of the cooking labs and pastry rooms. “I 
gave my vision, dream, concepts of an educational 
building that I wish I had as a student attending 
culinary school,” Shandra said.
 The new building offers students individualized 
cooking stations that are equipped with all cooking 
equipment and gadgets – a pastry lab, a line kitchen 
with attached dining room, a computer/learning 
resource center, smart classrooms, two student 
lounges, rest rooms with lockers and showers.
 The Institute also features the Gertrude Hawk 
Chocolate Room
– a climate 
controlled 
chocolate/sugar 
room, and the 
Kowalski Auditorium 
and Media Center 
– a state-of-the-art 
broadcasting studio 
with a demonstration 
kitchen and the 
latest technology 
including 

Grotto Pizza co-founder and major 
donor, Joseph Paglianite, cuts 
the ribbon at the dedication of 
the Joseph A. Paglianite Luzerne 
County Community College Culinary 
Institute. Assisting are LCCC Hotel and 
Restaurant Management chairman 
Sal Shandra, LCCC President Thomas 
Leary, and Paglianite’s wife, Erma.

video conferencing and high 
definition video capabilities, 
and an auditorium for culinary 
demonstrations.
 The College held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the Joseph 
A. Paglianite Culinary Institute 
on October 22. Many of those 
involved in the development and 
construction of the site spoke to
 a crowd of College supporters. 
      Thomas P. Leary, LCCC President, 
told those gathered that the project 
would not have been possible without several 
elected officials and community leaders working 
together to make it a reality.
 “We have truly become an economic and 
community partner with the City of Nanticoke,” 
Leary stated. “This is a commitment to that future.” 
 Maria Bernardo holds a bachelor’s degree in 
English and is now a third semester culinary arts 
major at Luzerne County Community College. 

 She works for a catering
     company in Dallas    
      and is attending the 
    College in the        
      evenings to earn a   
    culinary degree       
   and a pastry arts    

    degree.
  “Food is so much  

     more than 
    something to keep you

   going through the day,”
        Bernardo said. 

Maria Bernardo, 
Culinary Arts 

student
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“I have been raised to realize that it not only nourishes 
you, your body, and your mind, but it also nourishes 
your soul.” 
 She said it was only natural to major in a degree 
that she is passionate about. 
 “When I walked into the building for the first time, 
I was so in awe I nearly choked up. This facility, along  
with the incredible instructors here, will give any 
student an edge in the culinary world.”
 Bernardo hopes to one day to open her own cafe. 
Shandra says the new facility allows students to learn                                               

    the culinary industry locally instead of having to 
   travel out of the area to become chefs.

      He receives calls daily from parents asking 
        how their children can enroll in the 

     program. 

  

 “We’ll  be keeping talent in 
this community,” Shandra said.  
He also envisions more 
degrees being offered 
through the program 
including a leisure and 
casino management degree. 
 State Senator, John Yudichak, called the 
Culinary Arts Institute the best in the entire 
eastern portion of the United States and 
thanked the donors and other state and local 
leaders for their work to make the downtown 
revitalization possible. 
 The College plans to open its Health 
Sciences Center on Main Street in this year just a 
few buildings away from the Culinary Institute. 
 The Culinary Arts Institute was named after 
Grotto Pizza owner, Joseph A. Paglianite, who 
donated $1 million to the LCCC Foundation.
Paglianite dedicated the building to his parents, 
Antonio and Mary Paglianite, his siblings, his first 
wife, and brother-in-law Dominic Pulieri, whom 
he describes as his mentor.    

Students from the Pastry Arts Program show off their confection creations for ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Both students and LCCC alumni created desserts for the the event.
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 He said the motto of the Rotary 
Club International, “Service Above 
Self,” is the way he strives to live his life.  
 “What ever you can do beyond 
yourself you do it in the spirit of 
helping one another. I am excited 
to give back to the community that 
has given me so much,” Paglianite 
said.
 LCCC also hosted an open 
house for the community to view the 
new facility. People attending the 
dedication and open house toured 
the two-story structure and treated 
to demonstrations on cooking 
techniques, plus various 
types of food, 
ranging from 
deserts to 
dinners.

David Hawk, chairman of the board and director 
of research and development at Gertrude 

Hawk Chocolates, and his wife, Ann, meet with 
Pastry Arts students in the new Gertrude Hawk 

Chocolate Room. 

LCCC students and alumni offer a cooking demonstration in the Kowalski Auditorium 
and Media Center. The state-of-the-art broadcasting studio and demonstration 
kitchen features the latest technology including video conferencing and high 

definition video capabilities. The room is named in recognition of Frank X. Jr. and 
Carolyn Kowalski, Frank X. Sr. and Sophie T. Kowalski Trust and affiliates. 
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move to New York City in order to chase their 
dream of working for the prestigious New York Fire 
Department.
     Phyllis Carlo of Wanamie attended in 
remembrance of her son Michael. With his 
sacrifice in mind, she established the Firefighter 
Michael Carlo Memorial Fund through State 
Senator John Yudichak’s Lighthouse Fund. Other 
contributions came from monies received from 
the New York Stock Exchange Fallen Heroes 
Fund. Carlo’s donation to Luzerne County 
Community College helped construct the Walk of 
Honor.

College faculty and staff, community 
members and local dignitaries gathered 
at the Public Safety Training Institute 

nine years after the fateful day that changed 
America forever. The grand opening of the Walk 
of Honor paid tribute to heroes, both living and 
deceased, on the anniversary of the September 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 
      Special tribute was paid to Michael Carlo, 
a New York City firefighter who lost his life in the 
World Trade Center as he tried to rescue those 
trapped inside. Michael and his brother Robert 
grew up in Newport Township and decided to 

Honoring our
First Responders

8



9

     “I just think he was a hero and he should be 
remembered,” Phyllis Carlo said in an interview 
with The Times Leader. “He would think it was 
wonderful. He would probably be smiling from 
ear to ear and would love all this attention.” 
     “Phyllis Carlo did not want the story to end 
with Michael’s death,” said State Senator 
Yudichak. “While she had every right to be 
angry, every right to lash out at the world, 
Phyllis Carlo wanted to build a positive legacy 
for Michael. She wanted Michael’s life and 
work to inspire others to build a safer, better 
America.”
     After the ceremony, in which LCCC 
President Thomas Leary, John Yudichak and 
Luzerne County Commissioner Maryanne 
Petrilla offered remarks, attendees were 
invited to look at the bricks and plaques that 
had been dedicated, as well as the time 
capsule that marks the entrance to the Walk 
of Honor.
     Wooden benches in the memorial allow 
people to pay their respects or reflect on life as 
they view the bricks found on raised walls and 
underfoot.  The Walk of Honor is free and open 
to the public.
     The Walk of Honor not only acknowledges 
those who have served as first responders, but 
it also serves as a place where members of the 
LCCC community can honor family members, 
alumni, friends, and faculty members. Bricks, 
plaques and benches are still available for 
purchase. For more information on how to be 

a part of the Walk 
of Honor, please 
contact the Alumni 
Office at 570-740-
0734.

Honoring our
First Responders

State Senator John Yudichak, along with Phyllis Carlo, present 
a check to LCCC President Thomas Leary on behalf of the 

Firefighter Michael Carlo Memorial Fund through Yudichak’s 
Lighthouse Fund toward the construction of the Walk of Honor.

Local first responders carry the American Flag to its 
destination at the newly constructed Walk of Honor.
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Belinda Coulibaly, age 19, has experienced two different worlds.
Born in Manhattan, Kansas, Coulibaly grew up in America until age four. That’s when her 

parents decided to move back to their homeland of the Ivory Coast in West Africa. After 
growing up learning how to speak English, she now had to learn how to speak the African 
country’s official language, French.

“My father was offered a job teaching back in the Ivory Coast in the math and biology 
Department in the University there, so we moved back,” Coulibaly says.  
“I had to learn a whole new language and adapt to a new culture.”

Coulibaly notes that family is one of the important aspects of 
Ivorian culture. “In the Ivory Coast, I spent a great deal of time  
with my family and extended family,” she says. “Almost every 
meal and activity is shared as a family.” The oldest of five 
children, Coulibaly takes on the role of a leader very seriously. 
“I want to be successful to help guide my siblings in the right 
path.”

After 13 years in Ivory Coast, Coulibaly’s father 
encouraged her to visit the United States to see where she 
was born.  So, in 2008, she returned to the U.S. to stay with her 
aunt, uncle and their kids. She enrolled at G.A.R. Memorial High 
School in Wilkes-Barre. “I took a lot of ESL classes 
 to learn English again,” she states.

“After my high school graduation, my uncle was driving 
his car when a radio commercial for Luzerne County 
Community College came on.  The same night, my 
uncle told me LCCC was a good college and that I 
should apply there to attend school.”

Coulibaly enrolled at LCCC in the Fall of 
2009. She chose to pursue a degree in  
Business Administration. “I chose business 
because I would like to eventually earn 
a degree in international business when I 
transfer to a four-year school.”

Her favorite class so far has been business 
law. “I definitely see myself using the information 
I learned in this class in my future career.”

Although gifted academically, Coulibaly has 
become highly involved in student activities at 
LCCC. She was a member of the Business Club, 
secretary of the Brothers and Sisters in Christ club, 
and is also the secretary of the Student Government 
Association.

LCCC President Tom Leary invited Coulibaly to be 
the student representative on the Board of Trustees. “I 
enjoy being the voice of the students to the Board. It 
is a great experience to learn to be a leader from the 
Trustees, faculty, and students.”

Coulibaly says she would like to work with the 
banking industry to help invest money in community 

Around the world  
        and back again.



Around the world  
        and back again.

projects such as the construction of schools, hospitals, and other local 
social endeavors. She would like to stay in the United States for a 
while to build up experience in the field, but eventually is interested in 
traveling to Europe. “I would like to work with embassies and do business 
management work,” Coulibaly says.

Once she graduates in May 2011, Coulibaly plans to continue her 
education at a four-year college or university, but says LCCC will always 
be special to her.

“At Luzerne, you don’t just learn from reading a book, you 
experience learning.”

We face a world that is rapidly changing.  
Advances in healthcare translate to 
longer life spans, and many people 

can expect to spend up to three decades in 
retirement.  Yet, things are changing for adults over 
fifty – who come from the generation, we call the 
“baby boomers” – who are re-defining life as they 
approach their traditional retirement years. This 
sweeping demographic shift is having a tremendous 
impact in the workplace, education and for our 
society at large. 
      The National Plus Fifty Initiative, which LCCC is 
part of, is helping plus fifty adults and the community 
deal with these changes. Most importantly, it 
enhances the skills and knowledge of this population 
through targeted, lifelong learning programs which 
are offered through the Continuing Education 
Department.  
      The Plus50 Initiative, which is coordinated by 
the Continuing Education Department, has been 
extremely active since it received an AACC Plus50 
grant in 2008.  Over 2500 adults, ages 50 and over, 
have attended classes at the College.  
      With funding from the grant and collaboration 
with organizations such as AARP, Generations to 
Generations, Cross Valley Federal Credit Union, Area 
Agency on Aging in Luzerne and Wyoming Counties, 
Luzerne County Career Link, SCORE and the colleges 
and universities of Luzerne County, the Continuing 
Education Department has offered a variety of non-
credit programs such as computer training classes, 
Getting Paid to Talk, entrepreneurial skills, phlebotomy, 
pharmacy technician, nurse aide and Solutions I and 
II.   Solutions I and II were free, full-day events that 

gathered experts and resources to help job seekers 
evaluate their careers and land a new job.  
     In the spring, the Continuing Education Department 
has scheduled “Solutions III – Money Camp.”   It’s a free-
full day program with top financial experts providing 
interactive workshops, free financial education 
materials, motivational presentations, resources, plus a 
free breakfast and lunch for all participants.  
     These workshops will encourage participants to 
take a fresh look at their financial outlook and goals.  
Individuals interested can sign up now for this free 
program by calling LCCC’s Continuing Education 
Department.   
     For those wanting to learn a new career or just 
take a workshop for personal development, the 
Continuing Education Department offers classes 
throughout the year in 
Phlebotomy, EKG, Pharmacy 
Technician, Industrial 
Maintenance Technician, 
Computer for the Terrified, 
Victoria Gardens, Floral 
Design, PA Safety Inspection, 
and much, much more.  
Numerous online classes are
also offered. Check out 
their website at 
www.luzerne.edu/coned or 
call 1-800-377-5222 ext. 7495 
for information on programs
offered through LCCC’s
Continuing Education 
Department. 
 

Meeting the Needs of the Lifelong Learner
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     “If it wasn’t for Luzerne County Community College, I 
wouldn’t have gone to college and I wouldn’t be where 
I am today.”
     Sue Unvarsky ‘86, is the senior vice president of 
operations at Prudential Financial. She often praises 
LCCC for steering her in the right direction to reach her 
educational and career dreams. 
      Sue Unvarsky was born and raised in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. Unvarsky was initially encouraged by her 
family to obtain a “co-op” job her senior year in high 
school so she could “get a good job.”  Wanting to further 
her education instead, her only option (considering her 
family’s financial situation) was to attend Luzerne County 
Community College, which she pursued in 1984.
     ‘‘At the time, LCCC was the ONLY choice for me with 
regard to starting my secondary education, in terms of 
affordability and flexibility.  My professors were excellent 
teachers, experienced in real world businesses and 
situations. Most importantly, they were honest with me - 
helping me to grow.”
      Unvarsky says many of the skills she learned at LCCC 
help her in her career. 
      “I speak in public frequently as part of my job,” 
Unvarsky says. “I give presentations, speak in forums, 
present market updates and meet with clients. The only 
speech class I ever attended was at the College and 
the skills I learned in that class have always stayed with 
me.” Unvarsky also credits her base classes in accounting 
and business law as helpful in understanding dealings 
with clients and businesses. “When discussing legal and 
financial implications with attorneys and regulatory 
agencies, LCCC helped me understand the basics and 
perspectives that professionals in the legal and financial 
field have and I can better communicate with those 
colleagues.  As a way to give back to LCCC, Unvarsky 
joined the Board of Directors of the LCCC Foundation 
and is currently the organization’s president.
     Motivated by her early experiences at LCCC, she 
went on to attend King’s College, and graduated May 
of 1988 with a B.S. in Business Administration.  
     Unvarsky was hired in June of 1988 by Prudential 
Retirement to learn the business, and acquire the skills 
necessary to support the company’s relocation to 
Pennsylvania.  Unvarsky was ultimately promoted into 
a “site lead” role for the Scranton facility, overseeing 
university relations, community involvement and overall 
employee relations at the site.
     Unvarsky continued to climb the corporate ladder 
at Prudential from there.  In 1998, after being promoted 
to Director, Unvarsky helped manage the conversion of 
services for one of Prudential’s largest clients, with over 
$1.5 billion in assets and nearly 200,000 plan participants.  

Sue Unvarsky ‘86, senior vice president of operations 
at Prudential Financial

     Unvarsky was promoted to Vice President in 1999 and, 
in 2004, she became Senior Vice President. Handling 
corporate and tax exempt client services. Unvarsky was 
made accountable for a staff of nearly 200 employees, 
located in three different sites including Scranton, 
Pennsylvania, Dubuque, Iowa and Hartford, Connecticut. 
     By 2007 Unvarsky joined the Institutional Income 
Innovation team as Senior Vice President, Operations, 
and is currently responsible for developing and executing 
a plan for building a service and operations model to 
support a new line of retirement income products. She 
has represented Prudential on numerous industry fronts 
in this role, including a September, 2010 joint hearing/
testimony in Washington D.C. of the Department of Labor, 
Department of Treasury and the IRS. This testimony is part 
of a larger effort to influence changes in the law to make it 
easier for Americans to retire with more financial security.
     Unvarsky obtained her Master of Science degree in 
Banking and Financial Services from Boston University 
in May of 2010. She has also served as Prudential 
Retirement’s Executive Sponsor for the Women’s 
Leadership Forum for the past 3 years, and frequently 
speaks (internally and externally) on topics related to 
leadership, women’s financial security issues and other 
related topics.
     “If I had to do it again, I would do it the exact same 
way. LCCC helped to prepare me for future educational, 
as well as career experiences by making it ‘real’.”

LCCC sets life course for alum 
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Long time Luzerne County Community College 
basketball coach and Director of Student 
Activities and Athletics, Jim Atherton passed 

away at the age of 80 this past December.  
     “Coach,” as he was affectionately known, was 
not just a basketball coach. He was much more to 
many people…a husband, father, a grandfather, 
mentor and friend.
     Atherton’s wake was a testament to the 
magnitude of respect he had within the 
community. Friends, former students, colleagues 
and family waited more than two hours to pay a 
final tribute to the basketball legend.
     “Everyone always respected him,” said Teddi 
Janosov, who worked as Atherton’s assistant for 25 
years. “There wasn’t a piece of paper in the office – 
from a napkin to a memo from the school president 
– that I could turn over and not see a basketball 
play drawn on it.” 
     Atherton began his coaching career in the mid-
1950’s at the high school level.  He joined LCCC 
in 1968 and in his first year the team won the first 
season championship in the Greater Philadelphia Jr. 
College Conference.  The league later merged into 
the Eastern PA Collegiate Conference.      
     Atherton left LCCC for a two year period in the 
early 1980’s to coach at Wilkes but returned to the 
Community College in 1983.  In 1990, Atherton was 
inducted into the Luzerne County Sports Hall of 
Fame. He remained coach at LCCC until 
his retirement in 1997.  In 2007, Atherton 
was inducted into the Pennsylvania 
Sports Hall of Fame.
     Under Atherton’s leadership 
LCCC won nine regular season titles, 
six postseason titles, ten holiday 
tournaments and along the way 
recorded a 55-game home 
winning streak.  
     His overall coaching 
record was 651-304 with 459 
of those victories happening 
at LCCC.  He was 
selected as coach 

of the year 13 times by various organizations 
and was president of the Eastern PA Collegiate 
Conference for two terms.  LCCC’s gymnasium 
was renamed  “James T. Atherton Gymnasium” 
in his honor during a ceremony in January 2007. 
     LCCC President Thomas P. Leary recalled 

fond memories of his friend and 
colleague of 34 years.  “He was 
a special guy,” Leary remarked.  
     “He had so much respect 
from everyone. Jim had a 
special relationship with all 

the students at the college, not 
just the basketball players 

or athletes.  He was 
generous with his time 

and every manner. 
He was known as 
‘Gentleman Jim.’
I don’t know if 
there’s a higher 
form of respect 

then to call 
someone 
a true 
gentleman.” 

Good-bye            “Coach”

Jim Atherton and his secretary, Teddi Janosov, 
ready to broadcast an announcement over 

the PA system.  Circa 1985.  



     Luzerne County Community College is pleased to 
announce that the Health Sciences Center located 
in downtown Nanticoke will be open for the start of 
the Fall 2011 semester. Renovations to the building 
will are expected to be completed in March, and in 
the following months, all equipment will be installed in 
anticipation of the grand opening.
     “We are looking forward to providing our students 
in the health sciences with a state-of-the-art facility 
with the most advanced instructional technology,” 
said Dr. Joseph Grilli, Vice President of Training Insti-
tutes, External Affairs and Planning.
     Grants will help to ensure that students will be 
working with cutting-edge equipment. Recently, the 
College was awarded more than $1 million dollars 
through the City of Nanticoke from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Develop-
ment. Additional funds from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services and Health Resources 
and Services Administration will also be used to help 

defray the cost of  equipment. Both the Procter & 
Gamble Foundation and the Blue Cross Founda-
tion have made donations to purchase supplies 
for the Dental Clinic.
     The LCCC Alumni Association has made a 
$125,000 donation to name the lobby of the 
new building. 
     With updated educational facilities for health 
sciences programs, future students will be pre-
pared for high-priority, high-demand careers in 
health care, including nursing, respiratory thera-
py, dental health, surgical technology, 
and emergency medical services.
     Dr. Dana Clark, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs/Provost said, “Our students will be pre-
pared to enter into careers that will provide 
family sustaining wages. Or they can choose to 
take advantage 
of the articula-
tion agreements 
we’ve set up with 
other colleges 
and universities.”

Upcoming Exhibits

Health Sciences Center Set to 
Open for Fall 2011 Semester

The Schulman Gallery provides a professional setting to 
feature student art in individual and group shows, as well as 
serve the community as a venue for faculty and area artists 
to exhibit their work. The Gallery is located on the second 
floor of LCCC’s Campus Center.  It is open Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is free and open to the public. 

30th Annual Rossetti Exhibit  March 6 - April 6
Winning artwork by high school students in the Back 
Mountain,Tunkhannock and Northwest Areas

Annual Student Show   May 6 - July 1
An exhibit of graphics, paintings, photography, 
computer graphics and portfolios by students of 
the LCCC Art Department

Pink Ribbon Exhibit   July 8 - Aug. 6
Artwork by area artists with a donation to 
Breast Cancer Awareness

Tattoo Art   Aug. 12 - Sept. 10
Original artwork by area artists done 
in the style of tattoo art

Photography Exhibit   Sept. 16 - 0ct. 15
LCCC students, faculty and invited
photographers

Old Masters   Oct. 21 - Nov. 26
Artwork by students exhibiting the
techniques of the Old Masters

Annual Faculty/Alumni Exhibit 
Dec. 2 - Jan. 7
An exhibit by faculty and invited 
alumni artists
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Even though the past few years have been tough 
economically, graduates of Luzerne County 
Community College’s Motorsports Technology 

Program have had no trouble finding employment. 
Thanks to the hands-on nature of coursework and 
training from instructors who work in the field, students 
advance directly into the workforce with little need for 
on-the-job training.
     “Any of our students who want a job can get one 
with a race team or even a technical company,” says 
Bob Komnath, Director of Automotive Technology.
     The Motorsports Technology Program was 
recently featured in Drag Racing Action, a national 
magazine dedicated to everything racing. The article 
highlighted LCCC’s dedication to staying current in the 
industry and providing those willing to learn with an 
opportunity to break into the field of drag racing with 
a competitive edge. As the only two-year Associate’s 
program in the country, LCCC is certainly a great fit for 
anyone interested in this profession. 
      Because of industry demands and the high 
cost of educating entry level employees, hiring 
inexperienced or untrained mechanics is no longer an 
option. In the article, Komnath states that he receives 
calls from employers looking to hire LCCC students. 
Even though LCCC has graduated hundreds, there are 
still not enough graduates to fill open positions.
     Komnath says that more students are choosing to 
major in both Motorsports Technology and Automotive 
Technology, enabling students to have that much 
more experience when they graduate.
     Many alumni have gone on to successful careers. 
Chris Spall, ’02 is the assistant crew chief for the Tony 
Pedregon Quaker State Funny Car team. Danny 
DeGennaro, ’99 is Cruz Pedregon’s crew chief. Warren 
Weber, ’98 is currently employed in the Northeast 
Division of the National Hot Rod Association’s 
Technical Division.
     Weber explained that he had been working at his 
family business in Florida, but he wanted to follow his 
passion for racing. After placing a few phone calls, he 
quickly found out how much LCCC stood out. 
     “The instructors at Luzerne knew exactly what you 
had to learn in order to be on a race team, and they 
taught from their own experience,” Weber says.

     The generosity of donors has benefitted 
many students in both the Automotive and 
Motorsports Technology Programs. Moroso 
Performance Products, Joe Amato and 
the National Hot Rod Association have all 
contributed scholarships to ensure that LCCC 
students have every opportunity to make 
their dreams come true. Donations have also 
come in the form of equipment. Ray McGlynn, 
a racecar driver from Hanover Township, 
Pedregon Racing, and other companies have 
donated equipment to the College. 
     Although LCCC’s program only been in 
existence for 16 years, it has seen success and 
it will certainly see more. With a committed 
program director and instructors, as well as 
an investment from the community in the form 
of scholarships and donors, kudos from the 
industry should come as no surprise.
 

LCCC’s Motorsports 
Program Roars into 
National Spotlight

Bob Komnath, Director of LCCC’s
Automotive  Technology Program

Shown above are LCCC Alumni on the Pedregon 
Championship Quaker State Top Fuel Team: 

Chris Spall ‘02, Warren Weber ‘99, and LCCC student, 
Chris Hegge. 15



      Congratulations to the Alumni team as they 
were victorious over the student team in the Alumni 
Association’s 24th Annual Basketball game played 
in January. The alums squeaked out as the winners 
with a very close 54-53 decision. The annual game 
started in 1988 and the alumni team leads the series 
with 14 wins. 
     Students and alumni showed off some outstand-
ing moves and had plenty of fun as they took the 
court in this annual competition. It was a great 
game! Be sure to join us next year when we have 
the games’ 25th anniversary.

     LCCC Foundation recently hosted the 18th Annual 
Scholarship Donors and Community Outreach Dinner 
at the Woodlands Inn and Resort.  Nearly 300 scholar-
ship recipients, donors, and community representatives 
attended the event.
     The dinner gives both donors and students an 
opportunity to meet one another.  The donors met the 
students who received their scholarships and the stu-
dents had a chance to meet and thank their
donors. 
     Robert Tamburro, spoke on behalf of the donors. 
Tamburro is the Trustee and General Partner of TFP 
Limited Real Estate Development.  He is also the cur-
rent Treasurer of the LCCC Foundation Board. His family 
foundation, the Tambur Family Foundation, endowed 
an LCCC scholarship. His family chose to endow the 
scholarship for several reasons, including the quality 
of LCCC’s education, the diverse curriculum, the fact 
that students remain local to live and work, and as an 
investment in the community.
     Conrad Schintz, Vice President for Community Re-
lationships for Geisinger Health System and member of 
the LCCC Foundation Board, served as this year’s din-

Comedian Tim Walkoe entertained the crowd of 300 
with jokes and musical  interludes.
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Community Outreach 
Dinner and Scholarship 
Gala raises $30,000

Alumni win 
24th Annual 
Basketball match-up 
with students

ner chairperson.  He spoke on the crucial importance of 
scholarships to help keep our nation in the forefront of 
innovation in today’s competitive global economy and 
students’ need for financial backing to reach strong 
educational goals. 
     Sponsors of the event included: First National Com-
munity Bank, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs, Geis-
inger Health System, and the Cross Valley Federal Credit 
Union in addition to the many table sponsors.
     The dinner helped raise nearly $30,000. These pro-
ceeds will go to provide funding for scholarships, up-
grades to instructional technology, and areas of great-
est need not funded by other sources. 



LCCC Foundation elects new 
officers and board of directors
     
     The Luzerne County Community College Foundation’s Board of 
Directors has elected new officers who will serve a one year term in 
2011.  Susan E. Unvarsky ‘86, Senior Vice President of Client Services 
for Prudential Financial, was elected President of the Board.  James 
Burke, Senior Vice President/Regional Executive for Luzerne Bank, 
will serve as First Vice President; Robert Tamburro, Vice President of 
TFP LTD Real Estate Development as Second Vice President; Robert 
Stanley, Financial Advisor for Merrill Lynch will serve as Treasurer and 
Judith Aita, owner of Company’s Coming, was elected Executive 
Secretary.
     In addition, the Foundation has announced the appointment of 
five new members to the Board: Jeff Helsel, Nuclear Plant Manager 
and Vice President of Nuclear Operations at PPL Susquehanna, 
LLC; Gregory Martz ‘00, President and CEO of Martz Technologies; 
Greg Mascioli, Eastern Insurance Group; Melissa Taney ‘03, Presi-
dent LCCC Alumni Association; and Carl Witkowski III, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Kentrel, Inc.
    

LCCC Alumni Association 
donates digital monitors  
    
    The Luzerne County Community College Alumni Associa-
tion recently donated new digital monitors to the College.
     The monitors were purchased with funds raised during the 
Alumni Association’s annual phonathon.  In addition, Dave 
’72 and Joy ’84 Kozemchak, also contributed the funds to 
the Alumni Association for the purchase of one of the new 
monitors.  The monitors have replaced the previous campus 
message system.  Each monitor provides news, weather, 
class cancellations, campus bulletins, and photos from re-
cent College events.
     Shown with one of the new monitors are, from left -- Mia 
Bassham, Director of Learning Resources; Dave Kozem-
chak‘72, donor and media technologist, Melissa Taney ‘03 
secretary, marketing, and president, LCCC Alumni Associa-
tion; Don Nelson ‘87, Chief Technology Officer; Thomas P. 
Leary, president; Bonnie Brennan Lauer ’87, director, alumni 
relations.
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Susan E. Unvarsky Judith Aita

Alumni Association expands

James Burke

Robert Tamburro Robert Stanley

Melissa Taney Ann Marie SchraederLisa Owens Holly Evanoski

The members of the Alumni Association 
recently elected five new members to 
the Board of Directors.  New members are 
Patricia Besermin ’08; Brenda Dill ’97; Holly 
Evanoski ’05; Susan Gilroy-King ’10; and Ann 
Marie Schraeder ’07.   In addition, four new 
officers were elected to the executive lead-
ership for the 2011-14 term.  New officers 
are Melissa Williams Taney ’03, President; 
Lisa Owens ’97, Vice President; Ann Marie 
Schraeder ’07, Treasurer and Holly Evanoski 
’05 Secretary.  
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Alumni Class Notes
1970
Joseph Cook (Graphic Design) recently retired from 
the Department of Corrections after 20 years of ser-
vice.  He and his wife, Kim, have been married for 35 
years and reside in Edwardsville.  They have a daugh-
ter, Kimberly Ann.  

1979
Ann Marie Schraeder (Early 
Childhood Education) earned her 
Bachelors of Arts in Business Ad-
ministration degree with a minor in 
Marketing from Misericordia 
University in May 2010.  She has 
been employee by LCCC since 
October 1994 and is the Assistant 
to the 
Executive Director of Resource 
Development. Ann Marie also 
earned an associate degree in Business Management 
in 1997 and an associate degree in Office Manage-
ment and Microcomputer Specialist in 2007.  She 
resides in Glen Lyon with her husband Jim and their two 
daughters Amanda and Kristin Schraeder ‘07.    Ann 
Marie is active with the LCCC Alumni Association and 
serves as its treasurer.

1983
Dennis Redding (Science) was recently named 
Chief of the Computer Service and Repair Branch, 
Command, Control, Computer / Avionics Director-
ate at the Tobyhanna Army Depot.  In this position, he 
supervises employees who work with diverse electronic 
equipment and systems. Dennis also holds a profes-
sional license from the Federal Communications Com-
mission in general radiotelephone with naval ship radar 
endorsement.  

1984 
Dr. Deborah Vilegi-Peters MHA BSN (Surgical 
Technology) earned her Ph.D. in Organization and 
Management from the school of business and tech-
nology at Capella University in Minneapolis, MN in the 
spring of 2010.  “Dr. Deb” was hired at LCCC in January 
2010 as the Director of Surgical Technology.  She states 
that she is, “excited to be returning to LCCC where I 
attained a solid foundation to build upon. I have had 
excellent teaching experiences in the past year and 
I look forward to the possibilities of the coming year.” 
Deb lives in Mountaintop with her husband, Dave, and 
twin boys, Adam and Alex.

1988
John Bonin (Science) is the manager of business 
development and territory sales for Jiffy Products of 
America.  He is responsible for direct product and sales 
initiatives and managing and developing new market 
introductions.  John continued his education at Wilkes 
University earning his bachelor’s degree and his MBA. He 
and his wife, Tara, are the parents of two sons, Ryan, 7, 
and Jak, 5. They reside in Harding. 

1990 
Leanne Kaufman (General Studies) and her husband, 
Scott, celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary in 
November 2010.  She is a Community Health Nurse and a 
Registered Nurse at Sun Home Health and Hospice.  The 
Kaufman’s are the parents of two daughters and reside 
in Williamsport.  

John V. Morris III (Business Administration) is a Licensed 
Funeral Director with John V. Morris Funeral Homes.  After 
attending LCCC, he continued his studies at the Sim-
mons Institute of Funeral Service in Syracuse NY.  He is a 
fourth generation mortician in the family run business that 
recently celebrated its 96th year. In addition, he served 
two terms as president of the Luzerne County Funeral 
Directors Association and is the immediate past district 
governor of the Pennsylvania Funeral Directors Associa-
tion.  John and his wife, Helena, reside in Wilkes-Barre with 
their two sons, John and Richard. 

1996
Charles (Chuck) Mazzarella (Hu-
man Services) has published a book 
entitled The Lion Shares which is a 
collection of short stories and po-
ems. The book was written while he 
was serving in Iraq with the US Army.  
While there he was able to use his 
human services training and serve as 
a counselor for the service men and 
women.  His book is available locally 
through Barnes & Nobles, Wilkes-Barre 
and online at www.thelionshares.com and www.storys-
tar.com. 

1998
Janet Kaczmarczyk (Business Ad-
ministration) earned her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Professional Stud-
ies from Misericordia University in May 
2010.  She has worked at LCCC for 10 
years and is a secretary in the Career 
Services Department.  Janet and her 
husband, John, reside in Mountain 
Top and have a son, Eric ’09 who is 
currently serving in the US Navy. 



19

1999 
Heather M. Nestorick (Business Administration) 
earned her Masters of Business Administration from 
Strayer University in June 2009.  Her thesis was on the 
Sarbanes Oxley Act and its cost to public companies.  
Prior to earning her MBA she completed her bachelor’s 
degree at Wilkes University.  Heather is self-employed 
and resides in Nanticoke.
 

2000
Matthew Toucheloskie (Computer Systems Technol-
ogy) married Tara Cronin on September 11, 2010.  He 
is employed by Dietz and Watson Inc., Philadelphia.  
Following a honeymoon in Montego Bay, Jamaica, the 
couple resides in Philadelphia.

2002
Lisa Joseph (Business Administration) joined Lewith & 
Freeman in their Mountaintop sales office.  With more 
than five years of experience she is a residential agent 
for buyers and sellers.  In addition to holding a degree 
from LCCC she graduated from the Pennsylvania Real 
Estate Academy. Lisa resides in Mountaintop with her 
husband, Larry, and their two children.

2003
Jason Maciejczak (Electrical Construction) married 
Melanie Lynn Borish in June 2010.  Jason is an electri-
cian for Leonard Crawford Electric.  Following a hon-
eymoon to Ocho Rios, Jamaica, the couple resides in 
Swoyersville.

Paul Shaw (Journalism) and Nicole Caterino were 
united in marriage at the Scranton Cultural Center at 
The Masonic Temple.  Paul is employed by Entercom 
Communications.  Following a wedding trip to Key West, 
FL the couple resides in Wilkes-Barre.

Jim Walck (Horticulture Technology) is the owner and 
operator of Jim Walck Lawn & Shrub Service, Drums.  He 
recently had his work featured on “Extreme Makeover 
Home Edition” on ABC TV for a needy family in Berks 
County.  Locally Jim is on the board of directors for the 
Center for Landscape Design and Stewardship and he 
also serves on the board and membership committee 
for the Pennsylvania Landscape & Nursery Association. 

2005
Michael Berish (Electrical Construction) and Katrina 
O’Day ‘06 (Human Services) were united in marriage 
on May 14, 2010. Michael is a journeyman electrician for 
PPL Electric.  Katrina also earned her bachelor’s degree 
in Social Work from Misericordia University and her mas-
ter’s degree in Social Work from Marywood University.  

She is a social worker for Mountain View Care Center in 
Scranton.  The couple honeymooned aboard an east-
ern Caribbean cruise in June and resides in Kingston.

Rebecca Bria (Journalism) joined 
Pride Mobility Products, Exeter, as 
a Writing/Editing Assistant In June 
2010. Rebecca previously worked 
for three years as a staff writer for 
The Dallas Post/The Times Leader. 
She also earned a bachelor’s 
degree in communication studies 
from Wilkes University in 2007.

2006
Frank Owens (General Studies) was interviewed by 
Tara Gadomski of BBC Radio which was broadcasted 
on BBC Outlook in December 2010.  The story focused 
on his living with Alzheimer’s disease, graduation from 
LCCC and his recently published book entitled My Writ-
ings, My Memories: Short Stories, True Stories, Thoughts 
and Poems. To purchase his book visit his website at 
www.frank-owens.com. 

Anthony S. Parlatore (Business Management) was re-
cently promoted to Safety Coordinator for amazon.com, 
Hazleton.  In this new position he must ensure the safety 
of all facility associates and that all standards based on 
Amazon, Kaizen and OSHA policies are implemented. 

2007
Patrice Rimbey (Nursing) has been named pro-
gram coordinator of the Penn State Hazleton Practical 
Nursing Program.  Throughout her health care career, 
Patrice has served in a variety of positions including 
medical laboratory technician, registered nurse, clinical 
coordinator and director of surgical services.  She has 
also been an instructor at Lehigh Carbon Community 
College and has developed educational programs 
for nurses as part of her duties as a clinical coordina-
tor.  Patrice earned her bachelor’s degree in Nursing 
from Wilkes University where she is currently pursuing her 
master’s degree.   

2008
Judy Gumina (General Studies) graduated magna 
cum laude with a degree in Business Administration from 
Misericordia University in May 2010.  She also recently 
earned her AINS (associate in general insurance) desig-
nation through the Insurance Institute of America.  Judy 
is currently enrolled in the master’s program at Misericor-
dia pursuing a degree in Organizational Management.  
She works at LCCC in the payroll department. She lives 
in Newport Township with her husband, Ted, daughter 
and son-in-law Stef and Kevin and their two cats, Herm-
ione and Lewis and dog, Abbey.

continued on page 26
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Retirees/Career Moves_________________________           
The following members of the faculty, administration, and staff have retired from the College since the last issue 
of “The Bridge” was published.  We wish them well in their future endeavors.

Joseph Clark, Director of Student Activities and Athletics, 7 years of service
Roland George, Custodian, 12 years of service
Kathleen Heltzel ‘80, Business Faculty, 24 years of service

LCCC Graduates
Thomas D. Amos ’88 (Social Science)
Kenneth Barto ’87 (Social Science)
Gregory E. Bartoli ’90 (Real Estate Management)
Mary Caruso ‘87 (Human Services)
Stephen Feeko Jr. ’82 (Business Administration)
Elaine Gazek ’04 (Computer Information Systems)
John Harowicz ’76 (Architectural Engineering)
Mary Herbert ’97 (Business Management)
Nikki Hertzog ’02 (CA Graphic Design)
Rebecca Gerzarowski Jacobs ’75 (Business Management)
Jeffrey Janosky ’05 (Electrical Construction)
Maria Jeringa ’00 (General Studies)

Sincere condolences are extended to the family and friends of the following alumni and members of the 
College family who have passed away since the last publication of “The Bridge.”

2010-2011 Events Calendar                                                                    

In Memoriam                                                                   

George Kucirka Jr. ’92 (Plumbing/Heating Technology)
Christopher Konieski ’98 (Health/Physical Education)
Jen Sanderson ’09 (Social Science)
Jennie Spangler ’94 (Legal Assisting )
D. Michael Steele ’93 (General Studies)
Donald Whitt ’84 (Plumbing/Heating Technology)
Terri Zelenack ’71 (Education)
Nicholas Znak ’91 (CA Painting Illustration)

Former LCCC Faculty and/or Staff
James Atherton, Director, Student Activities & Athletics
Dr. Eugene D. Miller, Professor, Science

Announcements                                                              

March 20, 2011: Alumni Association Afternoon Out, 
Wilkes-Barre Penguins vs Charlotte Checkers, 3:05 p.m.

April 4, 2011 – April 13, 2011:  Alumni Association 
Phonathon, Educational Conference Center

May 7, 2011: 12th Annual Alumni Flea Market & 
Collectible Show, ECC 8 am - 2 pm.  
Over 50 vendors selling wares and collectables.

May 9, 2011: Alumni Association Meeting, 5:30 p.m. 
Campus Center, second floor, Alumni Room (#214)

May 13, 2011: Dental Health Alumni Day, Educational 
Conference Center Topic: Oral Cancer • Fee to at-
tend • Event chair: Barbara Montante ‘83

May 19, 2011: Computer Information System Third An-
nual Alumni Mixer, Bar Louie - Mohegan Sun • Event 
organizer: Shirley Yanovich, CIS deparment chairperson

May 24, 2011:  Graduate Reception, Educational 
Conference Center • 6:00-8:00 pm

May 26, 2011:  Commencement Ceremony, Mohe-
gan Sun Arena • 6:00 pm

June 5, 2011:  Antique Automobile Club of America 
Car Show, Main Campus, lower parking Lots

September 11, 2011: Walk of Honor Dedication 
Ceremony • To purchase a brick contact the Alumni 
Office

October 15, 2011: 22nd Annual Alumni Craft Festival, 
Main Campus • 10 am – 4 pm.  Juried craft festival • 
Interested artisans may contact the Alumni Office to 
be added to the mailing list.  

For more information on these events contact the 
LCCC Alumni office at alumni@luzerne.edu or call
570-740-0734.
 

Attention all health sciences grads!  We are planning an alumni celebration and reunion when the new health 
sciences building opens its doors this fall. More information will be mailed to you on the event this spring.  If you 
are a graduate of dental health, emergency medical services, nursing, respiratory therapy or surgical technol-
ogy we need your help! We are looking for graduates to serve on the planning committee, submit memorabilia 
from the program and more.  To sign up please contact Bonnie Lauer, director of Alumni Relations at 570-740-
0734 or email blauer@luzerne.edu.  Hope to hear from you!

Thomas Tengowski, Security Guard, 20 years of service
Russel Yurchak, Custodian, 17 years of service
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Your is ImportantGift
      Heartfelt thanks go out to our alumni, friends and 
community businesses, faculty and staff who have 
made gifts to LCCC.  Thanks to your philanthropy, LCCC con-
tinues to make life better for current and future students by pro-
viding scholarships, financial aid, library books, technology and 
other necessities. Nothing touches the lives of LCCC students as 
much as the Annual Fund.

Benefits to You
     Charitable gifts are generally exempt from taxation for those 
who itemize deductions on their tax returns.  The higher your 
tax rate, the more you can save when you make a donation to the 
College.
     Gifts of appreciated property (stocks, bonds or mutual funds), 
held for longer than one year, allow you to bypass capital gains 
tax normally due when you sell the assets and provide you a 
charitable income tax deduction that reduces the cost of your 
gift.
     

     Matching gifts allow you to double, or possibly triple, 
your gift at no additional cost to you, and are credited in 
full toward leadership gift club membership. Contact your 
human resource office to see if you work for a matching gift 
company.  
     Alumni participation is also one of the criteria used to 
leverage gifts from private and public foundations as well 
as corporations.  Any gift of any size publicly demonstrates 
your pride and helps the College continue its tradition of 
excellence.

How You Can Help
     Several gift options are available to you for making a 
financial contribution to LCCC.  They include: a pledge, 
an outright contribution by cash, check or charge (Master-
card, Visa or Discover), securities (stocks, bonds or mutual 
funds) and a planned gift (bequest and charitable trust 
arrangement) through the Heritage Society.  For more infor-
mation, or to make a gift, contact the Alumni Office at 
(800) 377-LCCC, ext. 7734 or at 740-0734.

Retirees/Career Moves_________________________           

2010-2011 Events Calendar                                                                    

The LCCC Alumni Association has partnered with Liberty Mutual, the 
nation’s fifth-largest auto and home insurer. Through Liberty Mutual’s 
Group Savings Plus® program, LCCC graduates may save up to 
20 percent on their auto insurance and 10 percent on their home, 
condo or renters insurance*. That can be hundreds of dollars back 
in your pocket.  Plus Liberty Mutual offers their customers who have 
both auto and home policies an attractive add-on multi-policy 
discount.

In addition to discounts, Group Savings Plus® offers LCCC Alumni:
     • The freedom to purchase insurance the way you want:  
through a personal sales representative at more than 400 offices 
countrywide, a toll-free telesales center, or online.
     • Convenient payment by automatic checking account deduc-
tion or direct billing to your home.
     • 24-hour toll-free claims service, emergency roadside assis-
tance, and homeowner emergency repair service.
     • Outstanding customer service from a local office, or from 
Liberty Mutual’s J.D. Powers and Associates-certified call centers.

To find out how much you can save, call 1-800-310-6764 or visit 
www.libertymutual.com/LCCC for an immediate, no-obligation 
quote.
*Discounts are available where state law and regulations allow and may vary by state.

	  

Alumni benefit offers discount 
on auto and home 
insurance

Hey, LCCC is on 
Facebook, MySpace 
and Twitter!
If you have a Facebook account, why 
not become a fan of LCCC. 
Just search for Luzerne County Com-
munity College and click the “Like” 
button. Also, please join our Luzerne 
County Community College Alumni 
group. And if you like to “tweet” look 
for us on Twitter as LuzerneCC. On 
MySpace, you can friend us at 
www.myspace.com/lccc1. Keep up to 
date with all the happenings at LCCC 
and keep connected with friends.

George Kucirka Jr. ’92 (Plumbing/Heating Technology)
Christopher Konieski ’98 (Health/Physical Education)
Jen Sanderson ’09 (Social Science)
Jennie Spangler ’94 (Legal Assisting )
D. Michael Steele ’93 (General Studies)
Donald Whitt ’84 (Plumbing/Heating Technology)
Terri Zelenack ’71 (Education)
Nicholas Znak ’91 (CA Painting Illustration)

Former LCCC Faculty and/or Staff
James Atherton, Director, Student Activities & Athletics
Dr. Eugene D. Miller, Professor, Science



 
Foundation Society 
($50,000 or more)
Central Susquehanna Community
    Foundation
Joseph A. Paglianite

Trustees’ Circle
($20,000 - 49,999)
First National Community Bank
Luzerne  County Community College     
    Alumni Association

President’s Club
($10,000 to $19,999)
Grotto Pizza
Moffat Family Charitable Trust
National Association of Purchasing 
    Managers
Prudential Financial
William A. Jr. & Joanne Runner
Tambur Family Foundation

Community Circle
($5,000 to $9,999)
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs
Procter and Gamble
The Estate of Basil Senyk
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Senyk
UGI Penn Natural Gas
UGI Utilities
Brooke & Elizabeth ‘80 Yeager

Heritage Club  
($2,500 to $4,999)
Cross Valley Federal Credit Union
Geisinger Health System
Angeline Elizabeth Kirby Health Center
The Luzerne Foundation
Paradigm Publishing
Security Savings Charitable Foundation
Howard & Paige Seeherman

Founder’s Club 
($1,000 to $2,499)
Joseph Amato
Blue Cross of NEPA
Brennan Electric, Inc.
Honorable & Mrs. Thomas Burke
Jerry & Catherine Champi
Dana Clark, Ed.D.
Coca-Cola
Hannah & Samuel Cohn Memorial

Francis ‘71 & Darryl ‘79 Curry 
Davidowitz Foundation
Patricia C. Donohue, Ph.D.
Robert Drobish
Erwine’s Home Health Care
Patrick ‘72 & Tina ‘93 Fisher
Dr. Joseph Franey
Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical 
    Center
Joseph Jr. & Barbara Hogan
Anne Holmes
Charles Karnes
Kiddie Rydes Car Club
Allan Kluger Esq. & Susan Kluger
Kronick Kalada Berdy & Co.
David Kwasny ‘73
LCCC Faculty Association
Peter Lello
Anna Mary McHugh
Misericordia University
National Hot Rod Association
NEPA Dental Hygiene Association
Sandra A. Nicholas
Frank ‘06 & Lisa ‘96 Owens
Pennstar Bank
Plains Lions Club
PPL
Thomas & Chris Pugh
Thomas & Maria Scappaticci
Leonard ‘69 & Bernadine Shimko
John Stikar ‘80
Wachovia Bank
Wyoming Valley Health Care System

Alumni Circle  
($500 to $999)
ACF Professional Chefs Association
Edward & Mary Kay ‘79 Ackerman
AFSCME Local 2331
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Isabel Balsamo
Berwick Dental Arts
Berwick Hospital
Sandra Bogdon
Cengage Publishing
Anna Cervenak
Choice One Community Federal 
    Credit Union
Joseph Clark
Educational Opportunity Center
Linda Gartner
Golden Care of Northeast PA, Inc.
Stanley Gornetski
Dr. Joseph & Lisa ‘98 Grilli 
JLW Mountain Laurel Lions Club
Dr. Francis & Maureen Keating
Kevin McGroarty ‘82
Dr. Gary & Kathleen Mrozinski
Steve ‘92 & Lisa ‘95 Novtiski
Pennsylvania Association of Student 
    Financial Aid
Mary Jo Rushin
David & Carolyn Sawicki
John Thomas Sedlak

United One Resources
Woodlands Inn &  Resort

 
Trailblazer Circle
($250 to $499)
Edward Banaszek ‘78
Bartikowsky Jewelers
Terry Bauder
Anne Bedwick
Christopher Buongiorno, Esq.
Kathleen Clemente D.Ed.
Elaine Craig
Mary Dolon ‘74
Karen Flannery Ph.D. ‘78
Nelson Foose ‘98
Nicholas Frusciante ‘79
Joseph & Cathy Gasper
Scott Good ‘94
Jack & Kathy Heltzel ‘80 
Edward Hennigan ‘95
Lee & Luciana ‘00 Herman
Richard & Joyce ‘84 Hislop
Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn P.C.
Robert Klepadlo ‘81
Joseph E. Kluger, Esq.
Susan Koronkiewicz
LCCC Nursing Department Employees
Daniel Marriggi ‘81
Rebecca McCaffrey ‘91
Promote Your Team, LLC
Sarah Pugh
Brian Reklaitis ‘96
Thomas Robinson
Mark Rutkowski
Leonard Stankunas
Mary Stchur
Charles ‘71 & Bobbie Steever
Ivette Trent
TRR & Associates
Sue Unvarsky ‘86
   
Century Circle  
($100 to $249)
Alden Manor Complex
Jane Allardyce ‘98
Charles Altmiller ‘83
American Janitor & Paper Supply
American Value Vending
Mary Ankenbrand ‘91
Donna Ashbridge ‘76
Nanci Bachman ‘76
Carol Barletta ‘80
David Barna ‘74
William and Betty Jane Barrett
Raymond Bartosh ‘73
Mia Bassham
Bedwick Foods Inc.
Berkshire Asset Management
Theresa Betz ‘90
Christine Beynon-Bourgeon
Deborah Bomber
Walter ‘89 & Debbie Boyson 
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Alumni and
Foundation 

July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

donors by giving level

Honor Roll
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Mary Lou Brown ‘89
Joseph Burke, Esq.
Joan Bush
Dr. William Camp
Harold Cannon ‘85
Harry & Jane Carey
Pauline Carmody ‘78
Jane Castora ‘85
Joanne Chipego Ed.D.
Chuck Robbins Sporting
Joann Chukinas ‘02
Church of St. Gabriel
Church of St. Therese
Paul & Virginia Clarke
Committee To Elect  
    Eddie Day Pashinski
Joseph Compton ‘69
Mary Connell ‘84
Patrick Connolly
Laurie Cywinski ‘91
Rose Deitzer
Joseph DeSanto
Thomas Druby ‘80
Daniel Dudrick ‘70
Mary Ann Dziak ‘92
Eddie’s Place
David Ehensperger
Richard Evans ‘02
Michael Fedorchak ‘73
Robert Figlock
Fino’s Pharmacy
Jack & Marjorie Flannery
Nichole A. Foy
Robert Furedi ‘71
Loree Gerich
Gerrity’s Supermarket
Mary Ghilani
Dolores Goble ‘76
Rose Goin
Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber  
    of Business & Industry
Grico’s
Sally Healey
Kimberly Hogan ‘90
Holy Name St. Marys Church
Holy Trinity Church
John Jagodzinski
Mark James ‘95
Teddi Janosov
David & Kathleen ‘96 Jenkins
Park Johnson ‘70
Luther Jones ‘81
Joyce Insurance Group
John Kashatus
Laura Katrenicz
William Katsak ‘79
Brian & Joanne Kawczenski
Keyco Distributors, Inc.
Dennis King ‘91
Mark ‘92 &  Heidemarie ‘90  
    Kobusky 
Bruno Kolodgie ‘72
Maryann Kovalewski ‘81

John Kovatch
Jewel Kravich ‘85
Robert Kroll
Edward Kuehner
John Kulick 
Edward Kwedar ‘79
Robert & Bonnie ‘87 Lauer
Jonathon Leffler
Robert Linskey ‘82
Matthew Lupico
Cynthia Mahalick
David Manzo
Michelle Maskalis ‘08
Jacqueline Matthews ‘00
Martin McCarthy ‘78
Thomas McHugh ‘72
Albert B. Melone
Thomas Merlie
Montrose Publishing Co.
Cheryl Moritz ‘90
Most Precious Blood Church
Donald ‘87 & Lisa Nelson 
Richard Nemetz
Mauro Notaro
One Point
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church
David & Charlene Outt
R. Bonnie Porter Pajka
Ronald Pajor ‘69
Deborah Pearlman ‘91
Martha Pezzino
Polar Bear Refrigeration &  
    Air Conditioning
Laura Prushinski ‘02
Brigid Pugh ‘89
Lewis Reich ‘72
Stephanie Reidinger ‘95
Sandra Richards
Lorraine Rodeghiero ‘84
Christopher Romanowski ‘81
Randolph Rompola ‘82
Margaret Rood
Frank Rosenn ‘76
Joseph J. Rymar
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
Saint Maria Goretti Church
Geraldine Samselski ‘76
Nicole Saporito ‘89
Arthur Saxe
Ann Saxton
Susan Searfoss ‘87
Serpico’s Pizza
Diane Schellenberger
Paula Sirianni ‘80
Skiro’s Lawn & Garden Center
Phillip Smith ‘73
Kathleen Socha ‘80
Margaret Sosnak
Maryann Spieth ‘78
Susan Spry ‘99
St Mary’s AssumptionChurch
St. Rocco’s RC Church
Natalie Staron ‘95

John Struckus
John Terrana, Esq.
Connie Toporcer ‘03
Robert Type ‘71
Urania Engineering 
    Company, Inc
Carol Lee Vitro
Ruby Whitmoyer ‘03
Janis Wilson-Seeley
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Woodring
Shirley Yanovich
Steve & JoAnne ‘04 Yuhas
Beth Zukowski ‘82

Friends Circle  
($1 to $99)
Jerome Adams ‘03
Frederick Addison ‘80
Donald Alonzo ‘75
Christopher Amico ‘85
Kristeen Andes ‘08
Salvatore ‘76 & Andrea ‘97 
Anzalone
Robert Armillei
Lynnette Ashley ‘00
James T. Atherton  +
Carmen Attanasio ‘05
Elizabeth A’zary ‘80
Robert Babetski ‘85
John Balasavage ‘89
James Balavage ‘70
Michael Balberchak ‘78
Carol Baran ‘82
Ceceil Barchik ‘85
Anthony Barkowski ‘73
Jean Barney
Jean Barry
Charles Bartleson Jr ‘03
Nicholas Barto ‘76
Marlene Bartosiewicz ‘93
Hugh Beggs ‘83
John Belak ‘88
David Bell ‘78
Margaret Bell ‘86
George Below ‘04
Jean Berneski ‘85
Valerie Berzanski ‘71
James Biehl ‘85
Helen Pamela Bird
Patrice Bobbin ‘80
Raymond Bobey ‘85
Helen Bogdan
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Phyllis Bohenek
Andrew Bohensky ‘86
Harold Bolton ‘93
David Bonner ‘04
David Borofski ‘69
Paul Bosco ‘77
Henry Bower ‘96
Tom & Paula Bowman
Rose Boyer ‘78
Robert ‘71 & Rosemary Bray
Wendy Braz ‘82
Ann Brennan
Gloria Brezinski ‘85
Judith Brown ‘92
Richard Brown ‘77
Mary Brown ‘74
Sr. Susan Brown ‘78
Stanley Browski ‘84
Joseph Bruneshefski ‘06
Galina Brusilovski
Ronald Buchanan ‘81
Theresa Buckley ‘80
Sandra Bungardy ‘86
Mary Bunoski ‘89
John Burden ‘84
Thomas Burns ‘00
Jane Butkovsky
M. R. Canevari Krempasky ‘91
Susan Capece ‘91
Rose Carroll ‘75
Joseph Casmus
Colleen Cawley ‘91
Jason Cease ‘01
Sylvia Cheponis ‘76
Kenneth Chmielewski ‘72
Barbara Choma ‘09
Maryann Chopyak ‘95
Barbara Christina ‘87
Richard Cielesz ‘80
Janet Cirko ‘86
Lois Clark ‘92
Althea Clark ‘87
Daryl Coach ‘76
Rachel Coffee ‘02
Clark Cohee ‘02
Suzanne Colosimo ‘99
Carol Conaway
Robert ‘84 & Linda ‘09 Conner
Joan Considine ‘81
Deborah Cook ‘77
Coleen Cooper ‘92
Rosemarie Corsaletti ‘01
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      “Not only is a financial burden somewhat 

being lifted off of my shoulders but I feel 
accomplished and relieved that someone 

is giving me a chance to shine and help me 
make my college years a smoother journey.”

Tania Paulino 
Getha & Isadore Edelstein Award 
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Donna Cottone ‘91
Dorothy Craig
Annette Craig ‘88
Terese Cudwadie ‘80
Sandra Cumberland ‘05
Richard Cups ‘73
Joseph Damiano ‘72
Janice Danowski ‘92
Kimberly Davis ‘84
Carol Dean ‘90
Mark Dechman ‘85
Patricia Deitzer
Karen Delay ‘89
William Deletconich ‘72
Michael Demko ‘79
Suzanne DePrimo ‘81
Richard Derolf ‘70
Donna-Lee Dietsch ‘08
John DiLiberto ‘02
Charlotte Diliberto ‘00
Holly Diltz ‘01
Nancy Divers ‘85
James Domzalski 
Michelle Donato ‘81
Christine Donnolo
Carolyn Dorshefski ‘86
Lawrence Doughton ‘95
Karen Downs ‘08
Robert Drago ‘96
Conrad Duhoski ‘70
Kathleen Dunsmuir
John Dylski
Dorothy Dysleski ‘77
Susan Edner ‘98
James Edwards ‘84
Karen Elmore ‘06
Jeffrey Emanuel ‘78
Frank Evanosky ‘70
Gertrude Evans ‘92
Duane Fall ‘95
Jeanne Farrell ‘82
Mal Faust ‘99
Andrew Fedorchak ‘77
Stephen Feeko ‘82
John Fender ‘89
Linda Ferguson ‘94
Candis Finan
Eden Firew ‘07
John Fisher ‘73
Elaine Flanagan ‘98
Jake Fletcher ‘06
James Floryshak ‘95

Bernadette Fornicola
John ‘77 & Joan ‘77 Foster 
Laura Fowler ‘94
Jeffrey Fox ‘95
Cindy Franklin ‘94
Barbara Franzosa ‘04
Jane Fritz ‘71
Daniel Fritz ‘70
Mark Fulton ‘83
Mary Ann Gabel ‘91
Harold Gabriel ‘84
James Garlan ‘83
Jo Nell Garrah ‘01
Tina Gattuso ‘85
Doris Gayeski ‘84
Janet Gazdick ‘93
Daniel George ‘00
Mario Giancini ‘03
Marie Gill
Ryan Ginocchietti ‘07
Sheila Gionfriddo ‘08
Jane Girvan ‘97
Robert Glycenfer ‘81
Barbara Godlewski ‘90
Ruth Goldsmith
Phyllis Golubiewski
Margaret Gorham ‘72
Michelle Gostinski ‘86
Deborah Greco ‘90
Kathleen Green ‘84
Lynn Grilli
Gwenyth Jones Groblewski ‘79
William Groblewski ‘79
Susan Grohowski ‘88
Lois Gross ‘86
Stephanie Gross-Caffrey ‘97
Helen Guilford ‘82
Edwin Gunshore ‘72
Edward Gurtis
John Gutkowski ‘90
Amy Gyory ‘84
Jason Haile ‘03
Joel Hanna
Donald Hanson ‘71
Susan Hanusek ‘95
Ava Harris-Walters ‘03
Jon Hart
Karen Havy ‘89
Harry Hayes ‘73
Dale Hazlak
John Healey ‘94

Kelly Heller ‘09
Cora Heness
Rose Ann Herron ‘84
Marion Hidlay ‘83
Deborah Higgins ‘02
Chester Hine
Joseph Hizny ‘77
Elaine Hobart ‘02
Michael Hogan ‘78
Diane Hogan ‘80
Alexandria Hollock ‘85
Heather Houseknecht ‘02
Christy Howe ‘06
Cynthia Howe ‘90
Donna Hudak ‘84
Kenneth Humiston ‘74
Brooke Hunter ‘02
Sheryl Hupczey ‘94
Barbara Hyde ‘86
Julia Iracki
Ann Isaacs
Melissa Jabore-Futch
Cathy Jackson ‘03
Joann Janusziewicz ‘83
Barbara Jason ‘85
Phyllis Johnson
Deborah Jones
Maureen Jordan ‘82
Samuel Joseph
Donna Kachinko ‘91
Anne Kachline ‘75
Kathy Kairo Katsak ‘83
Mark Kalaus
Eileen Kane ‘75
Joseph Kane ‘75
Joseph Kane, Jr.
Michelle Kaneski ‘89
Joseph Kanyak ‘71
Carl Karassik ‘01
Joann Karpinski ‘83
Anna Karuza ‘82
Martha Karweta
Michael Katsak ‘08
Mary Ann Keefe ‘79
Doris Keeler ‘80
Byron Keener ‘05
Timothy Kelchner ‘82
Judith Keller ‘97
John Kelly ‘76
Valerie Kemp
Kathleen Kilcourse ‘77
Nancy Killian McBride ‘92
Joan Kingsbury ‘00
Deborah Kirkwood ‘92
Carmelita Klatch ‘91
Joseph Kleback ‘80
Edward Klein ‘79
Deborah Kline ‘90
Lawrence Klug ‘78
David ‘73 & Marlene ‘02 Kluger 
Helen Kopec
Edward Kopec ‘75
Robert Kopec ‘71
Leo Kopetz ‘92

Daniel Kopko ‘90
Carl’72 & Jeanne Kosch 
Kelly Kostanesky ‘99
Donna Kotansky
Kevin Kovach ‘87
Joy Kozemchak ‘84
Judith Kratz ‘80
Gale Kresge ‘71
Barry Kresge ‘99
Joseph Krizauskas ‘99
Diane Krostag ‘79
Thomas Krupa ‘76
Lori Krupa-Abramcheck ‘81
Linda Kuboski ‘81
William Kuklewicz ‘71
Beverly Kuprionas ‘79
John ‘86 & Paula ‘86 Labenski 
George Lacey ‘85
Theresa Langan ‘85
Florence Lauth
Donna Lawson
Delphine Lazur
LCCC Classified Union Members
Michael Leahey ‘08
Thomas Leary
Sandra Leggieri ‘92
Kenneth Lewis
Edward Lewko ‘73
Lisa Ligi ‘99
Christine Likowski ‘84
Ronald Lipinski ‘73
Barry Lohman ‘70
Cynthia Lombard ‘88
Peggy Long ‘76
Deborah Luchetti ‘91
Scott Luchi ‘80
Marlene Lukacinsky ‘89
Kathleen Lyons ‘97
William MacCollum ‘71
Bonnie MacDonald
Kathleen Magnotta ‘85
Lori Major ‘88
Lisa Malcolm ‘88
Joan Malishchak ‘77
Christine Manganiello ‘05
Richard Marchetti ‘70
Gail Marshall
Dotty Martin
Judith Martin ‘96
Diane Martinez ‘94
Cathy Martinson ‘84
Anita Masaitis ‘82
Audrey Massaker ‘91
Gary Masters ‘82
Colleen Mattey ‘92
Gail Matushoneck ‘99
Ronald May ‘90
Brenda May ‘91
Catherine McElroy ‘84
Marlene McElwee ‘71
Patrick McHale ‘74
Charles McKeown ‘93
Eugene Mehalshick ‘89
Jean Michaels ‘88
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“Your generous donation has afforded me 
the opportunity to pursue a certification in 
diagnostic sonography that will enable me 
to attain a job in a highly demanding job 

market.  Because of you, I am much closer 
to achieving this goal not only for myself, 

but for my one-year-old son as well.”   
Sara Scott 

Frank S. Agati Endowment Scholarship
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Joseph ‘01 & Adele ‘01 Piasta 
Carmel Piedmont ‘82
Joseph Pluskey ‘76
Marie Poplawski ‘00
Norman Poremba
Dottie Powers
Susan Pozaic ‘80
Jacqueline Pramick ‘72
George Price ‘88
James Price ‘83
Jean Profka ‘78
Richard Pshar ‘88
Debbie Puzio ‘78
Joseph Quather ‘74
James Rabourn
Rosemarie Rava ‘97
Gloria Rawls ‘86
Blaine Readler ‘74
Mary Ann Redmond
Margaret Reino ‘77
Mary Reynolds ‘70
Dawn Richie ‘93
Laurie Richmond ‘92
Frank Rinkevich ‘80
Raymond Ripka ‘08
Lori Robertson ‘94
Marie Robine
Roxanne Robinson ‘92
Nancy Rodriguez ‘77
Alan ‘79 & Jane ‘79 Rogers
Cheryl Rogers ‘81
Leonard Roman ‘95
Lori Roth ‘89
Cinde Roup ‘97
Lynne Ruskoski ‘86
Cynthia Russell ‘81
Christine Rutkowski ‘80
Laureen Sabol ‘88
Lynn Salamon
Curtis Salonick ‘74
John Sandstrom ‘86
Daniel Sarosky ‘99
Heather Sartin ‘93
Edward Sartin ‘93
William Saunders ‘84
Barbara Saxe ‘80
Bette Saxton ‘98
Kurt Schaich ‘95
Richard Schall ‘73
Devin Schoenwetter
Ann Marie Schraeder ‘07
Donna Schuetz ‘80
Susan Schuster ‘78
Nancy Schwartz ‘94
Joseph Sciandra ‘79
Gloria Sekusky ‘82
Laurie Selecky ‘08
Robert Sembrat ‘92
Elizabeth Senczakowicz
Patricia Sentigar ‘91
Richard Sepela ‘85
Leonard Shimko ‘69
Andrew Shiner ‘76
James ‘76 & Cynthia ‘75 Shudak

Betty Sikora ‘83
Carol Silver ‘82
JoAnn Sitler ‘87
Marilyn Sladon ‘88
Gayle Slezak
Loretta Slezak ‘01
Barbara Smith
Barbara Smith ‘06
Joline Sobeck ‘80
Donna Solomon ‘76
George Soppeck ‘74
Shelley Spencer ‘86
Jill Spencer ‘07
Joanne Spisak
Sue Sponenberg ‘69
Jean Marie Stack ‘88
Edward Stec ‘72
Robert Steiner ‘80
Scott Steiner ‘82
Michelle Steve ‘72
Jeff Stewart
Sarah Struckus ‘01
John Stubb ‘90
Robert Sylvester
Bruce Talipan ‘84
William Taney ‘99
Michele Tarricone ‘08
Joan Taylor ‘87
Todd Thomas ‘82
G. Theresa Thomas ‘79
Susan Thorne ‘07
Richard Timko ‘69
Giovanna Tomasino ‘98
Rachel Tomaszewski ‘87
Kathleen Toole ‘88
John Tosi
Chanh Tran ‘97
Carl Tranell ‘84
Diane Tranguch ‘88
Debbie Tressa ‘80
Roberta Trimble ‘02
Ann Tripp ‘78
Kevin ‘95 & Amy ‘96 Troy 
Judith Tudgay ‘80
Richard Uhing ‘72
Jennie Valick ‘74
Robert Vetter ‘05
Yvette Viercinski ‘86
Stephen Vitek ‘90
Robert ‘90 & Terry ‘00 Vosik
Denise Wagner ‘99
Marcia Walsh ‘09
John Walsh ‘93
Frank Walton ‘96

Jacqueline Warnick-Piatt ‘89
Kathleen Warren ‘88
Marianne Wazenski ‘84
Donald Earl Weidner
Dean Welch ‘71
Melody Wemple ‘09
Barbara Wende
William Wentz ‘82
Christopher White ‘77
Robert Whitmire ‘84
Michael Wilchinski ‘76
Norma Wildoner ‘94
Robert Williams ‘83
Mary Williams ‘78
Timothy Williams ‘84
Patricia Williams ‘91
Marion Wilson ‘80
Jean Witinski ‘80
Frank ‘78  & Melanie ‘76 Wojak 
Betty Wojcik ‘71
Linda Wojnar ‘92
Carmela Worrall ‘97
Kelly Wozniak ‘91
Andrea Yachera ‘99
Susan Yacina
Diane Yale ‘83
Sandra Yanchick ‘95
Matthew Yarmel ‘88
Lori Yost-Cotrone ‘89
John Yurgalavich
Ann Zaffuto ‘85
Tracy Zaleski ‘00
Joseph Zamulinsky ‘74
Chester Zaremba ‘79
Gail Zaykoski ‘86
Sandra Zbierski ‘94
Charles Zeisler ‘95
Jane Zendarski ‘77
Gary ‘77 & Bonnie ‘74  Zisko 
Karen Zmijewski ‘84
Denise Zmijewski ‘84
Carl Zukosky ‘82

Donna Michalec ‘71
Kathleen Micklasavage ‘89
Gloria Migatulski ‘88
Genevieve Mihalick ‘72
William Mikelski ‘92
Eugene Miller
Richard Miller ‘73
Eileen Miller ‘94
Cynthia Miller ‘94
Joanie Minor ‘01
Martha Mishanski ‘81
Florence Mokris ‘83
Barbara Montante ‘83
Julia Moore ‘87
Fran Moriarty ‘07
John Morris ‘90
Richard Moss ‘00
Betty Mott ‘73
Clyde Moyer ‘06
John Mudrian ‘05
Mary Ellen Mudzik
Janet Mullery ‘90
John Munley ‘79
Darlene Murawski ‘06
Susan Murdoch ‘87
Elaine Murray ‘86
Joanne Musko ‘04
Beth Musselman ‘82
Gail Musto ‘09
Dr. Byron & Jean Myers
Judith Myers
Mario Naticchi ‘06
Karen Naugle ‘82
Beth Nelson ‘87
Nesbitt Alumni Association
Jacqueline Nicolardi ‘79
Gilbert Noll
Judith Novak
Kimberly Novak ‘86
Sybil Nudo ‘90
Margaret Obuhosky ‘02
Roseann O’Connor
Carol O’Holla ‘07
Leslie Olerta-Leibman ‘96
Alex O’Malia ‘76
James Opet ‘83
David Pahl ‘78
Joseph Palko ‘97
Louis Palmeri
William ‘75 & Joyce ‘89
     Panaway
Debra Paradis ‘80
Dale ‘82 & Ellen ‘93 Parmenteri
Sandra Parry ‘06
Bruce Partches ‘03
Jennifer Pawlowski ‘88
Andrea Payne
Gary Peacock
Stacey Pellegrino ‘03
Reese Pelton
Richard Pendolphia ‘74
Patricia Peters ‘99
Phyllis Petrochko
Linda Philbin ‘76

+ Deceased
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“I will be sure to remember you forever as the 
people who have helped me and my family get 

through the huge stress of the bills from attending 
college. I am in such great gratitude of receiving 

this scholarship.”
William D. Rasinger 

Getha & Isadore Edelstein Award
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Brandon Sheperis (Computer Information 
Systems) earned his Masters of Business Administra-
tion in Information Assurance from the University of 
Dallas in December 2010.  He is also an alumnus 
of Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania where 
he earned his Bachelor of Science in Computer 
Information Systems in 2008.  He is married to the 
former Heather Griffiths who graduated from 
LCCC in 2006 with an associate degree in sci-
ence.  Brandon recently accepted a job offer with 
Hewlett Packard in Austin, TX. 

David Slusser (Electrical Engineering) and 
Amanda Sarge were united in marriage recently.  
David is an Installation Technician for Metrocast 
Communications.  After honeymooning in Walt 
Disney World the couple resides in Berwick.

2009
Kelly Herman (Computer Information Systems) 
married Nicholas Baker in Punta Cana, Dominican 
Republic, in May 2010.  The bride is employed by 
Geisinger.  The newlyweds reside in Elysburg.

Matching Gifts
Many community-minded organizations match the 
gifts their employees give to non-profit and commu-
nity organizations.  Financial support was received 
during the past fiscal year (7/1/09-6/30/10) by the 
following organizations. 

Alcoa Foundation
Amerigas / UGI Corporation
GE Foundation
Gilbane Building Company
IBM Matching Grants Program
Koehler-Bright Star
P& G Fund
PPL
Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts
Siemens Medical Solutions
Verizon Foundation

In-Kind Gifts 
The College receives “In-kind” support (contributions of  equip-
ment, services, supplies, or other non-cash gifts) from philanthrop-
ic-minded companies to support our student programs.  In-kind 
support was received during the past fiscal year (7/1/09-6/30/10) 
from the following individuals and organizations.

Alden Manor Complex
Arena Bar & Grill
Boots and Hank’s
Matthew Brady
Mark Choman
Dave Colarusso’s Pizza & Pasta
Cross Valley Credit Union
Carol Dean ‘89
Karen Dessoye
Barbara Dobrowalski
Mary Dolon ‘74
The Dough Company
Fitness Headquarters
Elaine Flanagan ‘98
Gertrude Hawk Chocolate Company
Sheila Gionfrieddo
Grotto Pizza
Joe & Sue Hand
Anne Holmes
Kate Jenkins ‘96
Koehler-Bright Star, Inc.
Bonnie Lauer ‘87

LCCC Alumni Association
LCCC Bookstore
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Literary Arts Society
Sheila Malahoski/Davis
Mari-Anna Card & Gift Shoppe
Mil & Jim’s Parkway Inn
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs
Krista Nice ‘95
Outback Steakhouse
Lisa Owens ‘97
Ann & Jennifer ’88 Pawlowski
PBS Rentals of PA, LLC
R C Theatres
R Kids 2 Yours Consignment Shop
Sam’s Club
Sanitary Bakery
Trans-Med Ambulance, Inc.
US Tuxedo
Earl Weidner 
Shirley Yanovich

The Foundation & Alumni Office have made every 
effort to make the information contained within this 
publication accurate.  Should you observe any discrep-
ancy or error, we ask that you contact the Development 
Office at (570) 740-0735. 

“Class Notes” continued from page 19

Beth Solomon (Nursing) and Troy Barnett were united 
in marriage in May 2010.  Beth is employed by Heartland 
Hospice as a Registered Nurse Case Manager.  The couple 
honeymooned in St. Thomas, US Virgin Islands. They reside 
in Hanover Township.

Sean Thibodeault (Emergency Medical Services) was 
recently named the Emergency Medical Director of Sul-
livan County.  He is also the Captain and Vice President 
of the Mildred Volunteer Fire Company and is a Nationally 
Certified Fire Fighter 1, National Registered Paramedic, and 
earned Department of Health Certifications in Basic and 
Special Vehicle Rescue.  Prior to accepting this position 
he was employed as a Paramedic for Memorial Hospital, 
Towanda. He currently resides in Cherry Township.

2008
Donna Donovan (Nursing) was recently named the Di-
rector of Nursing for ManorCare in Pottsville where she has 
worked for more than a decade.  She is also a graduate 
of Wilkes-Barre Vocational Technical School with her LPN 
degree.  She is continuing her education at Misericordia 
University pursuing a bachelor’s degree in nursing.   
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Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________ State_______________ Zip ________
Yr. of graduation/program  ______________________________________________________
Phone(day)____________Phone(evening)____________E-mail________________________
Spouse’s Name_______________________________________________________________
Names, birth years of children   __________________________________________________
Post LCCC education__________________________________________________________
Program & completion date   ____________________________________________________
Name & address of employer   ___________________________________________________
Present position and job responsibilities  ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Recent accomplishments/points of interest _________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Return completed form to: Luzerne County Community College Alumni Office,
1333 S. Prospect St., Nanticoke, Pa 18634.  Or email your information to: alumni@luzerne.edu

NEWWhat’s

YOUwit
h The Bridge is our way of keeping you up-to-date.  This is 

your way to keep us up-to-date.  Let us know about changes 
in your career, family or place of residence. (attach additional 

sheet if necessary.) We may publish your news in an upcoming 
issue.  You may include a recent photo or you too.
Thank you!

Melissa Taney ’03, President 
Lisa Owens ’97, Vice President 
Ann Marie Schraeder ‘07, Treasurer 
Holly Evanoski ‘05, Secretary 
Patricia Besermin ‘08 
Joann Chukinas ‘02 
Carol Dean ‘90 
Brenda Dill ‘97 
Elaine Flanagan ‘98 
Susan Gilroy-King ‘10 

Susan Unvarsky ‘86, President
James Burke, 
     First Vice President 
Robert Tamburro,
     Second Vice President
Robert Stanley, Treasurer
Judith Aita, 
     Executive Secretary
Jerry Champi
     Immediate Past President

Patrick Aregood, Esq.
John Augustine
Michael S. Bean
Cornelio R. Catena
Anna Cervenak
Dr. Dana Clark
Kathy McLaughlin Coslett
Dr. John DeFinnis
Rodrigo Gerada
Paul Halesey
Jeff Helsel

Joseph Rymar, Chair
Elaine Cook, R.N., J.D., Vice Chair
Lynn Marie Distasio, Secretary
Belinda Coulibaly, Student Rep.
Elaine Curry
Mahmoud H. Fahmy, Ph.D.
Paul A. Halesey ‘84 
George Hayden
Mary Dana Hinton, Ph.D. 
John Kashatus
Joseph M. Lombardo, M.D. 
Agapito López, M.D.
Thomas F. O’Donnell, Ed.D.
August J. Piazza ‘69
Michael Tigue, III 
Barry H. Williams, J.D., C.P.A.
Joseph E. Kluger, Esq., College Solicitor 
  

Michael Jones
Frank Kowalski
Ken Marquis
Deb Martin ‘85
Gregory Martz ‘00
Gregory Mascioli
Thomas Medico
Lisa Owens ‘97
August Piazza ‘69
Thomas E. Pugh
Mary Jo Rushin
David Sawicki
Thomas A. Scappaticci 
Conrad Schintz
Roxanne Schulman
Leonard V. Shimko ‘69
Melissa Taney ‘03
Barbara Toczko Maculloch ‘87
Carl Witkowski III
Thomas P. Leary
     President
Sandra A. Nicholas
     Executive Director

 

Board of Trustees

Foundation Board of Directors

Alumni Association Board Members

2/11

Edward Hennigan ‘95 
Russell Keeler ‘91 
Gloria Migatulski ‘88 
Jennifer Pawlowski ‘88
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